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1. BACKGROUND
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US AND ISRAEL ATTACK IRAN

• On 28 Feb 2026, the United States (US) and Israel initiated a coordinated military campaign
against Iran, with extensive air and missile strikes against key targets.

Photo: Reuters

Source: CNN

Source: NDTV World
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IRAN’S RESPONSE

Retaliatory Attacks
• In response, Iran launched missile and drone attacks

against US and Israel military bases across the Gulf states.

Disruption to Strait of Hormuz
• Iran sits above the Strait of Hormuz, a strategic waterway

that is the world’s busiest oil shipping channel and a vital
route for exports and other commodities from the Gulf.

• Iran has targeted tankers serving the US and its allies in the
region through a range of tactics, including signal jamming,
drone strikes, naval mines, and missile attacks.

• Maritime traffic through the Strait of Hormuz has
significantly decreased since the strikes.

• This chokehold has sent global oil prices soaring, with the
bottleneck disrupting energy supplies, spiking shipping
costs, and creating severe global economic shocks.

Photo: Gallo Images/Orbital Horizon/Copernicus Sentinel Data 2025/Getty Images
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2. SINGAPORE’S POSITION
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SINGAPORE IS DEEPLY CONCERNED BY THE MIDDLE EAST 
CONFLICT AND ESCALATING TENSIONS IN THE REGION.

6
Photo: AFP

• We watch with heavy hearts as civilians bear the devastating cost of the conflict, including the
loss of lives, homes, and safety.

• Our thoughts and prayers are with innocent civilians, especially children, the elderly, and families
living in fear amid the violence.



OFFICIAL (CLOSED)

OFFICIAL (CLOSED)

OFFICIAL (CLOSED)

OFFICIAL (CLOSED) 7

WE CALL FOR 
DE-ESCALATION & 
RETURN TO DIPLOMACY.
• Singapore regrets the failure of negotiations that

has resulted in strikes by the US and Israel on Iran,
and the escalation to a regional conflict following
Iran’s widespread retaliatory attacks, including those
against non-combatant countries.

• Singapore urges all parties to:
o Return to negotiations to achieve a peaceful

resolution as soon as possible, in accordance with
international law and the principles of the United
Nations Charter.

o Prioritise the protection of civilians and civilian
infrastructure.

Photos: PM Lawrence Wong’s Instagram
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OUR PRIORITY IS THE SAFETY & SECURITY 
OF SINGAPOREANS IN THE MIDDLE EAST.

Officers from various government agencies, including the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Ministry of Defence, worked tirelessly to bring Singaporeans and their dependents
home from the Middle East – from chartering commercial flights to deploying the
Republic of Singapore Air Force’s (RSAF) A330 Multi-Role Tanker Transport (MRTT).

The RSAF’s MRTT arriving at ChangI Airport T2 on                   
11 Mar 2026, after the repatriation flight from Riyadh.

Photo: PIONEER Facebook
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3. IMPACT ON
SINGAPORE

Singapore must be prepared in an
increasingly volatile and uncertain world.

We are well-positioned to navigate
challenges.

The SAF remains vigilant and stands ready
for Singapore and Singaporeans.

We must be prepared and look out for
one another in the uncertain times ahead.

I.

II.

III.

IV.
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I. SINGAPORE MUST BE PREPARED IN AN 
INCREASINGLY VOLATILE AND UNCERTAIN WORLD

• The Middle East conflict and failure of negotiations reflect

the broader breakdown of the rules-based world order.
The risk of war and conflict has risen.

• The global economic system is also under threat. The
disruption of global supply chains, energy markets, and
shipping routes has far-reaching impact on multiple areas,

including travel, aviation, logistics, and the wider business
environment.

• As a highly open and trade-dependent economy, Singapore
is particularly vulnerable to such external shocks.

• Amid rising global tensions and conflicts, we must be
prepared for a world where such disruptions become
increasingly frequent.

Photo: PAP website



OFFICIAL (CLOSED)

OFFICIAL (CLOSED)

OFFICIAL (CLOSED)

OFFICIAL (CLOSED) 11

I. SINGAPORE MUST BE PREPARED IN AN 
INCREASINGLY VOLATILE AND UNCERTAIN WORLD
• As global power dynamics shift, Singapore may face more

pressures. However, our national interests remain non-
negotiable:
o Protecting our independence and access to essential supplies
o Standing up for international law
o Maintaining our role as a trusted, reliable hub

• In this uncertain world, upholding principles and being consistent
becomes even more critical. Singapore must remain guided by
our values and national interests while working with like-
minded partners where we can have common cause.
o In response to a parliamentary question on whether

Singapore would engage Iran or consider paying a toll for its
vessels to pass through the Strait of Hormuz, Foreign Affairs
Minister Vivian Balakrishnan said that Singapore would not
do so as it would undermine fundamental principles of
international law.

Photo: MFA website



OFFICIAL (CLOSED)

OFFICIAL (CLOSED)

OFFICIAL (CLOSED)

OFFICIAL (CLOSED) 12

An oil refinery in Singapore.
Photo: budak, CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

• Singapore’s energy supply remains secure despite rising oil and
gas prices caused by the Middle East conflict. We have multiple
lines of defence to safeguard energy supply, including:
o Diversification across global sources and fuel types
o Fuel stockpiles
o Turbines and power plants that can run on both gas and diesel
o Exploration of alternatives such as solar power and potential

low-carbon solutions
• The government also has measures to support households and

businesses.
• The government will continue to work closely with the industry to

ensure continued and reliable electricity supply for households
and businesses. However, in the event that this conflict is
prolonged or there is further serious damage to energy production
capacity, we cannot rule out the possibility of fuel shortages here.
Everyone has a part to play in energy conservation.

II. WE ARE WELL-POSITIONED TO NAVIGATE 
CHALLENGES
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• A whole-of-government coordinated response

mounted Singapore’s largest repatriation effort since
COVID-19.

• The swift deployment of the RSAF’s MRTT brought
Singaporeans and their dependants home from Saudi
Arabia. This demonstrates the SAF’s operational

readiness and robust capabilities consistently built up
over the years.

• We also rendered assistance to foreign nationals,
underscoring reciprocity and enduring ties with our
international partners.

II. WE ARE WELL-POSITIONED TO NAVIGATE 
CHALLENGES
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Article: ST Forum

Letter from an appreciative Singaporean
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• The Middle East conflict and global events are
stark reminders that peace is not a given, and
defending our sovereignty and way of life falls on
a strong and capable SAF.

• Every SAF personnel must continue to be vigilant
and ready to respond to the call of duty when
called upon.

• As modern warfare evolves across multiple
domains (including the cyber and information
domains), the SAF will continue to adapt to a
changing security environment and modernise
its capabilities to tackle emerging threats.

III. THE SAF REMAINS VIGILANT AND STANDS READY 
FOR SINGAPORE AND SINGAPOREANS

Photos: PIONEER Facebook
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• The global environment is getting more volatile and unpredictable. We are
seeing more crises – wars, geopolitical tensions, and economic shocks.

• These events can escalate quickly, so Singapore must stay alert, flexible, united,
and ready to adjust as new realities emerge.

IV. WE MUST BE PREPARED AND LOOK OUT FOR ONE 
ANOTHER IN THE UNCERTAIN TIMES AHEAD

• In times like these, the information space can be exploited to
spread disinformation and sow division along socio-economic,
racial, and religious lines or seed distrust in national institutions.
We must remain discerning when consuming information online.

• As Singapore braces for the economic fallout during this
prolonged period of instability, let us be a “We First” society.

Illustration: CNA/Nurjannah Suhaimi
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REFLECTION

2

In these challenging
times, how can we
continue to play our
part as Singaporeans to
stay prepared for crises
and disruptions?

3

How do we maintain
social harmony and
mutual respect within
our community, even
as we hold different
views on external
events that may spark
strong emotions?

1

While other countries
may face difficulty
repatriating their
citizens, what does it say
about Singapore – our
standing, friendships,
and networks – that we
could fly our aircraft into
conflict zones and bring
Singaporeans home?
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THANK YOU
Your feedback is valuable to us.

Please take a minute to share your 
feedback through the 

following link or QR code:

Follow us online for more

National Education content:

https://go.gov.sg/sg101
https://go.gov.sg/middleeast2026


